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Kaw Lake Association Plays Tourism Role
How do you improve the 

economic climate of an area?  
One way is through tourism, 
Oklahoma’s third largest 
industry.  

The Kaw Lake Association 
plays a major role in the tour-
ism industry for north-cen-
tral Oklahoma by marketing 
the many attractions, facili-
ties and conducting events 
throughout the year.  Not only 
does this non-profit organiza-
tion promote the lake, but also 
many communities in Kay, 

Osage, Pawnee and Cowley 
counties.

 An award-winning publi-
cation, travel shows and the 
staging of events throughout 
the year keep this organiza-
tion, composed predominate-
ly of volunteers, busy.  Fall 
is the time when volunteers 
and staff contact businesses 
throughout the area to encour-
age them to advertise in the 
annual Kaw Lake magazine.  
A previous Redbud and merit 
award winner at the Okla-

homa Governor’s Conference, 
this 48-page publication fea-
tures fishing, hunting and arti-
cles on various communities 
in the area.  Also included are 
area attractions and events.  It 
is distributed through Corps 
campgrounds at Kaw Lake, 
Oklahoma Tourist Informa-
tion Centers, chambers of 
commerce, local businesses, 
the Oklahoma fulfillment pro-
gram, travel shows, and in 
response to requests to the 
Kaw Lake Association office.

 Travel shows staffed by 
volunteers are another way 
the Kaw Lake Association 
spreads the word about tour-
ism in our area.  Each year 
booths are manned at the Kan-
sas State Fair in September; 
Kansas Boat, Sport and Travel 
Show in Wichita in February; 
a Home Show in Enid in the 
spring and the WBBZ Spring 
Expo in Ponca City.  Periodi-
cally the Kaw Lake magazine 
is also distributed at other 
shows in partnership with 

Red Carpet Country, North-
west Oklahoma; Green Coun-
try, Northeast Oklahoma, and 
the Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department.

 Four events organized by 
the Kaw Lake Association and 
spread throughout the year 
provide an additional reason 
for people to visit our area.  
The third Saturday in January 
is the annual Ultimate Eagle 
Watch in Kaw City.  With one 
of the largest numbers of bald 
eagles in Oklahoma, Kaw Lake 
provides a program coupled 
with guided tours to view 
eagles in their native habitat.  
Spring brings the Kids Focus 
on Fishing where children 
ages 5-12 learn about fishing 
and have the opportunity to 
compete with others on their 
team for prizes..  Summer is 
KawFest.  This “party on the 
beach” features live music, 
kids games, sand volleyball 
and more. 

As a marketing association, 
the Kaw Lake Association also 
participates in various adver-
tising programs and offers 
cooperative opportunities to 
area attractions and business-
es result in a cost savings way 
for them to also reach poten-
tial visitors to the area.  These 
include the Guide to Green 
Country, Red Carpet Country 
guide, Oklahoma Today, Okla-
homa Travel Guide and vari-
ous advertising programs in 
southern Kansas and western 
Oklahoma, the two primary 
areas targeted by the associa-
tion.

Members also work to cre-
ate a regional network of com-
munities to promote tourism 
as economic development in 
northern Oklahoma and south-
ern Kansas from an office on 
Lake Road. staffed by part-
time executive director Kathy 
Tippin and several volunteers 
including volunteer book-
keeper Terri Buesing, several 
RSVP volunteers, a 22--mem-
ber board of directors,, and 
numerous other volunteers...

The organization markets 
the area including the sur-
rounding communities of 
Blackwell, Braman, Burbank, 
Fairfax, Kaw City, Pawhuska, 
Pawnee, Ponca City, Shidler 
and Tonkawa in Oklahoma 
and Arkansas City and Win-
field in Kansas.  .  

 “We are currently working 
on the 2014 magazine and ask 
anyone interested in adver-
tising or having a member-
ship listing to contact us,” said 
Kathy Tippin, executive direc-
tor.

 Individuals and business-
es support the association 

through memberships, adver-
tising in the guide and part-
nering in advertising co-op 
programs. 

 “We serve often as the 
first call people make when 
inquiring about the lake and 
field calls about surround-
ing communities, their events 
and attractions,” Tippin said.  
“We network with organiza-
tions in these communities 
and throughout Oklahoma and 
Kansas to provide accurate 
information to the inquiries 
and direct people where to go 
for additional information.”

The Kaw Lake Association 
is a non-profit organization 
and receives a small por-
tion of funds from the State 
of Oklahoma as a part of the 
multi-county marketing orga-
nizations fund based upon 
the amount of private sector 
money raised. 

For more information about 
the Kaw Lake Association, 
please contact the Kaw Lake 
Association office at 580-
762-9494 or 1-877-671-6985 or 
e-mail kawlake@cableone.net.  
The Kaw Lake Association 
website is www.kawlake.com

The purpose of the Kaw 
Lake Association is to build 
a region-wide partnership 
of towns, businesses, service 
agencies, and local govern-
ments within the North Cen-
tral Oklahoma Kaw Lake area.  
Its mission includes recruit-
ment of a broad membership 
base, creation of a financial 
support system, addressing 
infrastructure needs, tourism 
development, broadening the 
business base, and marketing 
the region as a whole.

Affordable Care
Information Offered

Affordable Care Act infor-
mation sessions are set for 
Friday, Nov. 8 at Pioneer 
Technology Center Seminar 
Room. “ACA in a Nutshell” is 
the topic to be presented by 
Andy Adams, general counsel 
and owner of Adams Insur-
ance Services. The sessions 
are slated for 9 to 11 a.m., and 
from 1 to 3 p.m., in the Pioneer 
Technology Seminar Room. 

Registration may be made 
by calling the Ponca City Area 
Chamber of Commerce 580-
765-4400. The event is open 
to Kay County area business 
owners, managers and Human 
Resource managers.

Sponsors are, University 
Center, Pioneer Technol-
ogy Center, Ponca City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Ponca 
City Main Street and Ponca 
City Development Authority.

511 S. 1st • Ponca City • (580) 767-1236

“THE VOICE OF CHOICE”

• Estates
• Antiques
• Ranches

• Real Estate
• Liquidations

www.nicholsonauction.com

• Farm & Industrial Equipment

• Personal Property
• Appraisals

Primary Eye Care • Emergency Eye Care • Contact Lenses 
In Office Lens Grinding •Over 750 Frames Available

One Hour Service for Most Prescriptions

1619 N. 5th  •  580-762-5700
www.FamilyVisionEyeCare.com

Look for us on

Triad Eye & TLC Laser
Center Affi liate

Medicaid Provider

Primary Eye Care • Emergency Eye Care • Contact Lenses 

Dr. William A. Stuever
Optometrist

Dr. William A. StueverDr. William A. StueverDr. William A. StueverDr. William A. Stuever
OptometristOptometristOptometristOptometrist

Dr. Kelly Campbell
Optometrist

in Ponca City exclusively at…

The Bag Lady BouTique
205 E. Grand, Downtown • 580-762-8828

First Lutheran School • 1104 N. 4th • Ponca City, OK • 762-4243
Non-Discriminatory Policy Statement: We admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs and activities accorded the students of our school.

Your child deserves a  quality Christian education!

4th Street & Liberty (across from PoHi)• 762-1111
FIRST LUTHERAN 

8:30 & 11:00 am.................Worship Services
9:45-10:45 am ............Sunday School Hour

11:00-12:00  WBBZ AM 1230 Radio Broadcast

Growing up into Jesus
Reaching out with Jesus

Walking together in Jesus

SUNdAyS

We have had three children that started pre-school here at 
First Lutheran. Our two oldest have graduated from here and we 

currently have a 5th grader. We believe that First Lutheran 
has given them a solid start in life. 

Greg & Sandi Lyons

My two children have attended FLS for the past two years and
I really appreciate the quality education they are getting in a 

Christian environment with so many caring teachers.
Kevin & Lisa Robinson

GROW at FIRST 

CHuRCH & SCHOOl
Since 1953

Serving Pre-School  3 Years to 8th Grade
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Spanky’s Pub Opens
Spanky’s Pub is a new non-

smoking establishment, locat-
ed at 1006 South Waverly. The 
newly revamped business was 
previously Sye’s Tavern.

The main area has both bar 
stool and chair seating. An 
adjoining divided room fea-
tures OSU/OU/and Pro foot-
ball happenings with large 
televisions. 

Additionally a unique, 

upscale quiet and private 
room with large television 
screens is available to be 
reserved.

The establishment features 
quality pool tables, qual-
ity mixed drinks, eight drafts 
plus specialty and bottled 
beers. Parking is available in 
the asphalt lot.

Marcus Leavell is the pro-
prietor. 

University Center Continues to Grow
The University Center 

was established in 1999 with 
an enrollment of 45 students, 
under the umbrella of North-
ern Oklahoma College known 
as the University Learning Cen-
ter located in the basement of 
ConocoPhillips North tower. 

“Today, the University Cen-
ter at Ponca City is an inde-
pendent Higher Education 
Agency recognized by the 
Oklahoma State Legislature 
to provide higher education 
offerings to the students of 
Northern Oklahoma. Now, in 
the fall of 2013 and located in 
the brand new facility at 2800 
North Fourteenth Street, the 
UC has set enrollment records 
for the number of enrolled 
credit hours with over 2800 
credit hours and nearly 400 
students,” according to Adam 
Leaming, executive director.  

The UC provides a variety 
of degree options through 
accredited colleges in Okla-

homa including our most pop-
ular degree programs in Busi-
ness, Education, Psychology, 
Accounting, Counseling, Crim-
inal Justice, and the brand 
new Bachelor’s in Nursing 
degree option. 

 The BSN degree is an excit-
ing partnership between the 
Community Health Founda-
tion, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, Ponca City 
Regional Medical Center, and 
UC Foundation.  This program 
has brought a full time instruc-
tor to Ponca City to provide 
educational opportunities to 
UC students in the classroom 
as well as in hospital clini-
cal studies. The BSN program 
serves as a positive example 
of community and educational 
partnerships. 

There are several degree 
programs and classes offered 
at the UC. Individuals can 
take advantage of the UC’s full 
time academic advisor, Ellan 

Edwards, as she can assist 
perspective or returning stu-
dents in enrolling for classes 
that will work with the stu-
dent’s personal schedule.  

Students have the option in 
enrolling in a variety of Asso-
ciate, Bachelors, and Master 
degree programs that are 
designed to get students their 
degree in a time frame that 
works for the student. Classes 
are taught live at the UC either 
through live instruction, or 
interactive television (ITV). In 
the ITV classrooms, students 
can interact with the instruc-
tor and classmates at other 
sites in Oklahoma in real time. 
Students can also take advan-
tage of student services at the 

UC which includes staff mem-
bers who can assist with com-
municating to off-site faculty 
members, proctoring exams, 
and sending and receiving 
bookstore materials. 

Student financial need is 
a barrier for some individu-
als wanting to attend college. 
The Foundation assists the 
students who make a commit-
ment to achieve their degree 
at the UC.  

This past semester the UC 
Foundation has supported 
over 40 students with some 
form of financial assistance. 
In addition, the UC foundation 
recognized the importance of 
area high school students to 
get a head start on their col-

lege education. 
The Oklahoma State regent’s 

concurrent enrollment pro-
gram for high school students 
affords eligible students the 
opportunity to take up to six 
hours of tuition free course 
work per semester. The UC 
Foundation wanted to provide 
further financial support for 
college fees or books by offer-

ing a $100 scholarship in order 
for high school students to 
begin their pursuit of a college 
diploma.  This semester we 
have 26 students taking advan-
tage of this program. 

The University Center con-
tinues to grow with the num-
ber of classes offered and stu-
dents enrolled. 

(See CENTER, Page 4E)

309 E. Grand • Ponca City
580-762-5437

Quality Children’s and Women’s
Consignments since 1992.

KIDS/HER
REVIEW

CONSIGNMENTS

Since way back in 1973,
it’s been our pleasure
to serve you delicious

Mexican food that’s always
fast, fresh and hot!

406 WEST GRAND
762-5096

Open 11-8 Mon.-Fri.
Dine In, Carryout or Phone In

Locally Owned & Operated by
RANDY & MARSHA TRANT

Tacos • Enchiladas • Burritos
Tostadas • Casadias • Sanchos

4 0 YEARS!

2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew 
Cab LTZ

3330 N. 14th •  Ponca City
(580) 765-5595 • 1-800-456-2438

www.pembertonchevrolet.comPEMBERTON

Stop by soon to see
our Beautiful New Showroom
and the New GM Product Line!

The fi rst
American
sedan in
20 years
to earn

Consumer
Reports’
top score

is the
2014

Chevrolet
Impala!

2014 Chevrolet 
Impala

2014 GMC Sierra 1500
Crew Cab SLT

2013 Buick Encore
Honored as “Highest Ranked
Sub-Compact
CUV in Initial
Quality in
a Tie.”

We Are Professional Grade
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Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(Continued From Page 3E)

It has never been easier to 
get the college schedule that 
works for you. Individuals 
interested in either beginning 
their college education or 
completing their education is 
encouraged to contact the UC 
at (580)-718-5600 or stop in at 
2800 North Fourteenth Street. 
There are several resources 

and programs available for 
individuals who wish to get 
started.

 More information can be 
found at the UC website; www.
ucponcacity.com, or find us on 
Twitter or FaceBook.  Stop 
in the UC today to enjoy our 
beautiful facility and meet our 
personable staff.  Welcome to 
your future at the UC!

Chapman Shoe Emporium In Business Many Years

Chapman Shoe Emporium, 
2601 North 14th,  has been in 
business for a number of years 
and plans on continuing the 
legacy for years to come.

Guy Chapman Jr., a graduate 
of Northern Oklahoma College 
in Tonkawa, with a degree in 
sociology, he turned to the 
shoe business when he didn’t’ 
find many career opportuni-
ties in his field. It all began 
when Guy’s older brother 
Harold opened the store and 
turned it over to Guy. 

“My brother had about 
eight stores back then and 
he’s the one that really got me 

started in the shoe business. 
My business just grew from 
there,”Chapman said. “No 
matter what town you’re in, it 
going to sell if there’s a need 
for the product and it’s a good 
product.”

In addition to this store, Guy 
had two other store locations, 
one in Arkansas City and the 
other in Enid, but decided to 
combine operations in Ponca 
City to  help the immediate 
community.

Due to growing success, the 
store was renovated these past 
few years. The most recent 
renovation was the boot space 

where Chapman’s carries a 
great selection of boots, steel 
toe and non-steel toe. They 
carry top brands such as Dr. 
Matens, Wolverine, Red Wing 
and Justin.

Currently they offer all-

weather boots for men, women 
and children. Chapman’s car-
ries wide varieties including 
cleats, dance and casual/dress 
balancing comfort with afford 
ability. They carry hard-to-fit 
shoes for men,, women and 
children.. Brands include 
Nike, New Balance, Puma and 
SAS. Some of the fad shoes 
may look odd, but Chapman 
said he sells quality.

“That’s where I get my satis-
faction,” he said. “I Know I’m 
not selling some junk product 
or something, that’s not any 
good. It’s fulfilling.”

In addition to shoes, Chap-
man’s carries purses, skate-
boards, and a variety of equip-
ment and accessories.

“Chapman Shoes works with 
our clientele to find the best 
product for each individual’s 

need at an affordable price. 
We love what we do,” said 
Chapman. “Every day is a 
good day and there is no busi-
ness like the shoe business.”

Guy and his daughters, 
Gabrielle and Cameron, 
appreciate the business of all 
their customers, including the 
government, tries and major 
manufacturers in Ponca City 
and surrounding towns.

CHAPMAN SHOE Emporium has been in business in Ponca City a number of years. The shoe store is 
located at 2601 North 14th Street. 

Live &
Local for
86 Years!“Your Hometown Radio Station”

I     AM 1230 WBBZ
• I Love… PartyLine, live call-in talk show, Monday - Friday, 10:30 -11:30 am!

• I Love… live broadcasts of OSU Football & Basketball!

• I Love… knowing the same local family has owned WBBZ for over 60 years!

• I Love… the history behind WBBZ, on the air since 1927!

• I Love… knowing in bad weather, I can count on WBBZ to stay on the air!

• I Love… hearing Northern Oklahoma’s ONLY Farm Report 6 times a day!

• I Love… live broadcasts of St. Louis Cardinal Baseball!

• I Love… live broadcasts of Po-Hi Football, Basketball & Wrestling!

• I Love… celebrating Christmas with the WBBZ Santa House!

A Casual Atmosphere with a Modern Edge 

Ponca City 
Foursquare Church 

poncacityfoursquare.com

Experience worship in a whole new light.  
Come see why new members are boasting that 

Foursquare is the best kept secret in town! 

700 W. Broadway • (580) 762-2729

Pastors 
Deb & Blaine Herron

Serving 
Ponca City
for 22 years

All Are Welcome!
 Synergy Adult Study Group 
  Sunday 9:30 am
 Worship & Celebration
  Sunday 10:30 am

Ask about our different
Adult, Youth and Children 

Programs 

Find us under Ponca City 
Foursquare Church

KidsCare Learning Center
Open on Princeton Avenue

KidsCare Learning Center is 
located at 1304 Princeton Ave-
nue in Ponca City. It is a two-
star facility and is licensed for 
59 children. KidsCare is locally 
owned by Sandra LeMonnier.

Sandra saw the need for a 
premier child care facility in 
Ponca City where children 
could grow and learn in a safe, 
friendly and happy environ-
ment.

She opened the facility in 
January 2000 which features a 
front entry security door. Kids-
Care’s staff teaches the devel-
opment of positive self-esteem 
and confidence in children. 
KidsCare believes a child’s love 
for learning begins in infancy 
and continues throughout their 
life. We place an emphasis on 
developmentally appropriate 
preschool education. 

The staff teaches the Fun-

Shine Express Curriculum 
from infancy through pre-
school. The structure and 
level of learning activities are 
geared to the child’s develop-
mental level.

Themes are used to introduce 
information and learning takes 
place as a child explores and 
manipulates real objects and 
events in the classroom and 
outdoors. Developmental

Skill check lists are done 
twice a year showing parents 
their child’s developmental 
progress though out the year.

The majority of the Kids-
Care’s staff has been with Kids-
Care since it first opened its 
doors in 2000. 

KidsCare is open Monday 
through Friday 7 a.m. through 
6 p.m. For more information 
about KidsCare Learning Cen-
ter please call 580-762-8800.
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Health Foundation Supports Community
The Community Health 

Foundation of Ponca City, 
Inc. is proud of its long 
association with the citi-
zens and health care com-
munity of Ponca City and 
the surrounding area. The 
Community Health Founda-
tion’s purpose is to support 
of the general wellbeing and 
healthcare of the citizens of 
Kay County.

The Community Health 
Foundation completed its 
five year commitment to the 
YMCA of Ponca City in sup-
port of their new facility and 
pool during their current 
fiscal year. The foundation 
continues to support the 
YMCA’s Health Kids event 
each April and the Moon-
light Run in October.

The foundation has made 
a second, multi-year, com-
mitment to the Child Devel-
opment Center in support 
of their capital campaign. 
The foundation is pleased 
to have participated in the 
funding of the center’s new 
campus and to support the 
programs they offer area 
children.

The foundation supports 
the Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma on two crucial 
programs which provide 
much needed food to area 
children. These are the 
Backpacks 4 Kids program 
which provides nutritious 
food for kids in need each 
weekend of the school year 
and their new Food Pan-
try program which provides 
food for chronically hungry 
children.

Other programs in support 
of area youth the founda-
tion assist are the Northern 
Oklahoma Youth Services 
Start Right Program, the 
Kay County Success by Six 
program, the Blackwell

Youth Center ASAP pro-
gram, the Blackwell Middle 
School Backpack food pro-
gram and the Ponca City 
High School 2M2L (Too Much 
Too Lose) program.

This year the Community 
Health Foundation contin-
ued with their education 
assistance for area health 
care professionals and stu-
dents. 

In addition to capital sup-
port for the University Cen-
ter, the foundation made 
a three year commitment, 
with other area public and 
private donors, to support 
a Bachelors of Science in 
Nursing degree program to 
be held in the new facility 
this fall. 

Scholarships are a big 

component of the founda-
tion’s support to area stu-
dents who will return to the 
local communities around 
Kay County upon gradua-
tion. 

The foundation provided 
scholarships to five local stu-
dents studying for advanced 
degrees in health related 
fields. Scholarships were 
provided for continuing edu-
cation for seventeen area 
health care professionals, 
ten scholarships were pro-
vided to Northern Oklahoma 
College Registered Nursing 
students, seven scholarships 
were awarded to Pioneer 

Technology Center LPN stu-
dents and six were given 
to University Center stu-
dents. Four area high school 
graduating seniors who are 
now studying in health care 
related fields were also 
awarded scholarships last 
year. In total over $41,000 in 
scholarships were awarded 
this year.

The Community Health 
Foundation supports a 
number of programs target-
ed to assist the adult and 
senior citizen population of 
Kay County. They support 
the Community Clinic, The 
Ponca City Medical Center’s 

Diabetes Education pro-
gram, and the Ponca City 
Medical Center’s Senior 
Circle and Healthy Women 
programs. 

Additionally, they are 
sponsors of the Ponca City 
Senior Center, Senior Advi-
sory Board’s, Successful 
Aging EXPO each year.

The Community Health 
Foundation holds a limit-
ed number of fundraisers 
in support of their efforts. 
Their Annual Appeal letter 

reaches out to the communi-
ty in early November. Their 
Guys and Grills fundraiser 
is held every June and has 
been a great success for the 
foundation.

The funds from this event 
are used to support the many 
scholarship programs of the 
foundation. There are also 
additional donation options 
available to those interest-
ed. These include a Named 
Memorial recognition pro-
gram and a Named Dona-

tion Plaque recognition pro-
gram. These are both dis-
played on the Donor Wall of 
Fame within the Ponca City 
Medical Center.

The Community Health 
Foundation’s Board of 
Directors is composed of 
local business people and 
dedicated community volun-
teers. Their Director, Wayne 
Foxworthy, can be contacted 
at P.O. Box 828, Ponca City, 
OK 74602 or by phone at (580) 
765-0581.

Where Exceptional Service  
isn’t just a Policy . . . 

Come by today and see 
why our customers 

“love this bank”!

“Eastman National Bank doesn’t treat me like I am an 
  interruption or a distraction.” - Charles

“When I call ENB a real person answers. They are able 
to help me with any concern or issue I may have. That is 
important to me.” - Emma

THE Community Bank
 580-718-4100 | 580-362-2511

580-718-9990

PhilliP J.
Knight,

M.D.
is offering the 
Weight

loss
PrograM

again!

For an appointment,
call 580-765-2498.

Office: 400 Fairview,
Suite 15, Ponca City
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Completely Quilted Grows at a Rapid Rate
Completely Quilted Bernina 

Sewing Center was founded in 
2004 and is located at 315 East 
Grand Avenue in the Ponca 
City Downtown Historic Dis-
trict. 

The business is fam-
ily owned and operated by 
Suzy Taylor, Paul Taylor, and 
daughter Nancy Rathbun.  
They offer the highest quality 
in everything they endeavor..
They feature the finest qual-
ity cotton fabrics, threads, 
notions, gifts, embroidery sup-
plies, finished quilts, the lat-
est books and patterns, sewing 
furniture, and the full line of 
the finest sewing machines on 
the market today, Bernina.

The business is open Mon-
day - Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and on Saturdays they 
are open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Thursday is open sew-
ing day at Completely Quilted, 
allowing customers to bring 
in their projects and work on 

them at the store until late 
into the evening. Quilting and 
sewing classes are offered for 
all skill and experience lev-
els, from junior-beginner to 
the most expert and intricate 
with exciting new classes and 
projects every month.

During the summer, Com-
pletely Quilted offered two 
week-long  “kids camps” and 
each student learned to sew 
and quilt.  During the camp, 
every student makes and com-
pletes their own quilt to take 
home, and it is truly amazing 
to see what they accomplish. 
In 2014 Completely Quilted 
will be offering a “Teens 
Camp,” to accommodate the 
larger number of young quil-
ters that are a mainstay at the 
store.

Completely Quilted’s cus-
tomer base has grown each 
of its six years at the Grand 
Avenue  location. In 2013 
they welcomed an additional 

16 percent to their customer 
base, bringing the total regu-
lars to 4,039. The number of 
local patrons grew to 47 percet 
of its base, with 53 percent 
of its customers residing out-
side of the Ponca City area. In 
addition to their regular cus-
tomer base, the store brings 
in a large number of quilters 
from neighboring states with 
events. Completely Quilted 
is a charter member of the 
state wide quilting shop hop 
(that grew from 9 to 22 shops 
this year) and participates in 
multi-state bus trips through-
out the year.  

For those that don’t sew and 
want to, Completely Quilted 
can get you started and help 
you through rewarding proj-
ects.  For those that don’t sew 
and want to learn, they can 
help.  For those that don’t 
sew and want a great gift for 
someone that does, they can 
help with that too. Addition-
ally, they offer gift cards and 
a gift registry that is always a 
big success during the holiday 
season.

In addition to the store on 
Grand Avenue, Completely 
Quilted has an online store. 
They feature over 5,600 of 
their products for sale across 
the US and Canada with same 
day processing, and they have 
achieve a 100 percent satisfac-
tion rating.  

In addition to online shop-

ping, the site contains instruc-
tional movies that were 
filmed at Completely Quilted. 
The movies feature Nancy 
Rathbun, giving step by step 
instruction on how to quilt, 
appliqué, and other essential 
skills.  

It can be visited at www.

completelyquilted.com. 
The service components of 

the business includes:  sew-
ing machine service and 
repair for all brands of sew-
ing machines, knife and scis-
sor sharpening, and long arm 
quilt finishing.  Suzy Taylor 
performs the long arm quilt-
ing on her Gammill IQ long 
arm machine, with over 20 
years experience in quilt fin-
ishing.  The shop also pro-

duces commissioned heirloom 
and T-shirt quilts.

Bernina, the highest qual-
ity sewing and embroidery 
machine company in the world 
ranks Completely Quilted as 
an excellence dealer.  This is 
their highest quality rating of 
all dealerships. Bernina pro-
duces the highest precision 
Swiss quality machines on the 
market today.  

(See QUILT, Page 7E)

COMPLETELY QUILTED is located at 315 East Grand Avenue. The website  is www.completelyquilted.com.

We Cash
Payroll Checks

& Money Orders
Borrow $150 – $1,000!

Our Payday Loans
are renewable
every 30 days.

– Previous Bankruptcies Accepted –

HOME FINANCE
765-2100

100 N. 2nd
Ponca City

LOCAL FINANCE
765-1600

123 E. Grand
Ponca City Ponca City Buffet Hours: 11:00-2:00 & 5:00-8:00

Thank You, Ponca City,
For 30 Great Years!

Locally owned & operated by
Bill & Angela Bunch

1308 Princeton
Ponca City, OK

PASTOR ANDY TAYLOR 

5th & Central • (580) 765-4427 
www.�cponca.org 

Surrender.  Commit.  Imitate. 

We invite you and your family to join us for worship: 
 

SUNDAYS: 
Bible Study 9:30 am 

Morning Worship 10:45 am 
Evening Worship 6:00 pm 

 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Children’s Choirs 5:30 pm 

Something for Everyone 6:00 pm 

SUNDAYS:
Bible Study 9:30 am

Morning Worship 10:45 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

WEDNESDAY:
Something for Everyone 6:00 pm

AWANA, Youth Activities & Prayer Meeting

Surrender.  Commit.  Imitate.

200 N. 1st • Ponca City • (580) 765-8533

APPLIANCE & MATTRESS DIRECT

Quality Furnishings
At Affordable Prices! 

Microfi ber Sofa & Loveseat
$66999

Luxurious Padded
 Micro-Denier Fabric

Reclining Sofa $76999

Top-of-the-Line 
Valentino-Bonded Leather

Microfi ber Sectional with
Attached Pillow-Top Seating

 $49999

Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30 & Sat 9-4
davisfrunitureandappliance.com

Locally Owned & Operated

Lane 
ComfortMax

Rocker Recliner

 $14999

2 End Tables 
& Coffee Table

 $26499

2 End Tables 
& Coffee Table

 $19999

Matching Reclining Console 
$76999

Reclining Sectional
$189999

or select 2-Piece Set
Reclining Sofa

 and Reclining Console
$153998

Swivel 
Recliner

Chair & Ottoman

 $44999
3 Modern 
Styles To 

Choose From

Matching Recliner
$29999

Microfi ber Sectional
$69999

or Matching
Sectional

 $189999

Limited Quantities

Colors May Vary Slightly From Pictures *Minimum Purchase Required For 12-Month Financing

12-MonthsSame-As-Cash*
WAC



The specific mission of 
Peachtree Landing is to offer 
temporary emergency shelter 
to homeless individuals and 
families while helping them 
to become self sufficient and 
a valued member of the com-
munity. 

Thanks to the generosity 
and compassion of the people, 
churches and businesses of 
Ponca City, Peachtree Land-
ing first began offering ser-
vices on November 1, 1988.

Peachtree Landing is gov-
erned by a fifteen member 
board of directors. The day 
to day operation of the shel-
ter is managed by five paid 
staff members. Volunteers are 

the heart and the hands of 
the organization, giving assis-
tance with programs and offer-
ing the homeless a positive 
reality of our community. The 
emergency shelter is funded 
through the Ponca City United 
Way, churches, organizations, 
businesses, individuals, two 
annual fundraisers, grants 
and private foundations.

Chronic poverty, coupled 
with physical and other dis-
abilities, have combined with 
rapid changes in society, the 
workplace and the local hous-
ing market to make many peo-
ple vulnerable to its effects. 
Whatever the reason for home-
lessness, food and shelter are 

basic human requirements, 
responding to these require-
ments is where Peachtree 
Landing begins. While meet-
ing the immediate need for 
food and shelter Peachtree 
Landing provides compre-
hensive case management for 
each homeless individual or 
family being served to assist 
them in their transition from 
homelessness to independent 
living. By partnering and col-
laborating with other commu-
nity based service providers 
the Peachtree Landing staff is 
able to address each person’s 
unmet needs individually.

Behind every homeless per-
son is a story that shows how 

close we all are to each other. 
The difference between the 

person on the street and the 
one who has employment and 
housing can be a few short 
missteps, a thin line of privi-
lege, or a blown opportunity. 
In June 2012 a family, a sin-
gle father with four children, 
traveling from Nebraska to 
Texas, then on to California 
with the promise of housing 
and employment, ran out of 
funds. 

They were referred to 
Peachtree Landing from 2-1-1. 
After addressing the family’s 
immediate needs for shelter, 
food and clothing, they were 
able to begin the transition 
from homeless to self-suffi-
ciency. With the help of the 

staff of Peachtree, the father 
was able to make contact 
with mainstream resources 
for food stamps, Sooner Care 
and SSDI. After staying at 
Peachtree Landing for seven-
teen days the family was ready 
to continue on their journey.

If you would like further 
information about Peachtree 
Landing and the services 
provided or are considering 
giving your time as a volun-
teer, please contact Terrie 
Hill, Executive Director, at 
(580)762-3208.
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(Continued From Page 6E)
The staff at Completely Quilted is certified 

with the Bernina sewing machine product 
line, repair/service, and the Bernina software 
product line. 

Bernina revolutionized the sewing machine 
experience this year with a new line of sewing 
machines containing freshly patented tech-
nologies that move up the bar on reliability 
and ease of use.  

Completely Quilted teaches free machine 
and software mastery classes for all new Ber-
nina owners, enabling customers to capitalize 

on the vast features of their purchase and to 
create anything they can dream.

Completely Quilted has an exclusive club 
for Bernina sewing machine and embroidery 
machine owners that meets monthly to get free 
tips, projects, refreshments, and information 
on how to maximize the sewing experience. 
The club meets monthly and has doubled in 
size in the last year.    

Everyone is encouraged to be a part of the 
excitement at Completely Quilted, and look 
forward to making your experiences exciting 
and rewarding.  

Quilt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Peachtree Landing Offers Emergency Shelter

Credit Union Celebrates Anniversary
Cherokee Strip Credit Union, formerly Conoco Employees 

Ponca City Credit Union was founded on October 10, 1933, in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma. 

It was the second credit union established in the state and  
continues to be a successful state-chartered credit union 80 
years later. 

Cherokee Strip Credit Union has grown from those first few 
Conoco employees to now serve over 8,500 members. 

The credit union itself has over $85 million in total assets 
and serves its members from two Ponca City locations.

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm 
Sunday 11 am - 5 pm

BRANDTS
3203 N. 14th

Ponca City 
(580) 762-2921
(800) 953-2921

Everything You Need from A to Z.

If Brandt’s Don’t Have It,
You Don’t Need It.

Air Compressors, Ammo, Appliances
Boots, Blowers, BB Guns, Bird Feeders
Carhartt, Cat Food, Chainsaws
Dog Food, Drills, Decorations
Electrical Supplies, Echo Power Equip.
Fireproof Clothing, Fence Chargers, Flags
Grass Seed, Guns, Grills, Gift Items
Hunting Supplies, Hedge Trimmers
Interstate Batteries, Ice Melt
Jeans, Jacks, Jars for Canning
Key Clothing, Keys Cut
Ladders, Line Trimmers
Mowers, Motorcycle Batteries, Mailboxes

Nuts & Bolts, Nice, Friendly Staff
Oil, OU & OSU Items
Paint, Pet Supplies, Plumbing, Popcorn
Quikrete® Cement & Concrete Products
Rain Boots & Coats, Rifl es
Screws, Saws, Sanders, Stock Tanks
Trailer Hitches, Truck Boxes
U-Bolts, Under Coating
Veterinary Supplies, Vises, Vacuums
Wheelbarrows, Work Gloves
Xylol, X-tra Great Service
Yardsticks, Yokes, Yeti Coolers
Zyliss Kitchen Tools, Zebra Duct Tape

Welcome to Your Future!

University Center 
Ponca City

Bachelors in Nursing

2101 N. 14th, Ponca Plaza
Suite 129A, (580) 767-9010

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1-3

If you have concerns, you can
reach me at my Ponca City office:

Proudly serving District 10 constituents
in the Great State of Oklahoma!

Christina and Senator Eddie Fields with 
daughters (l to r) Tailor, Jacie & Tristan

Or at my Capitol Office:
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., State Capitol-514B,

Oklahoma City, OK 73105, (405) 521-5581

Regards, Senator Eddie Fields
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Grace Episcopal Church Has Come a Long Way
In 1898, a small group of Epis-

copalians, living in the Ponca 
City area, began meeting togeth-
er for worship in the traditional 
manner of their church, using 
The Book of Common Prayer. 
This “unorganized congrega-
tion” chose “St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church.”

The Rt. Rev. Francis Key 
Brooke (a descendant of Fran-
cis Scott Key, composer of “The 
Star Spangled Banner) was 
Oklahoma’s first resident Epis-
copal bishop. On June 15, 1900, 
he made the first “bishop’s visi-
tation” to the Ponca City congre-
gation. The Episcopalians had 

assembled at the Presbyterian 
Church for the visitation, and 
Bishop Brooke celebrated Holy 
Communion for them there. It 
was the first time that sacra-
ment had been provided for the 
Episcopalians in Ponca City.

In 1902, St. Andrew’s Church 
numbered seven families and 
all worship services were held 
in the Masonic Hall, located in 
the City Hall building at the 
southeast corner of Grand Ave-
nue and Fifth Street.

During this time the Epis-
copal congregation, served by 
lay readers from the Episcopal 
congregation in Newkirk and 
other nearby communities, was 
formally recognized as a “mis-
sion church” of the Episcopal 
Missionary District of Oklaho-
ma.

Episcopalians had plans to 
construct their own church 
building, and in 1914 a clap-
board structure – referred to as 
the “Guildhall” – was erected 
on lots south of the City Hall at 
a cost of $3000, with E. W. Mar-
land serving the congregation 
as Senior Warden.

In 1923, the City Commission 
of Ponca City request that all 
who owned property in the 
block bounded by Grand and 
Central Avenues and Fifth and 
Sixth Streets sell their property 
to the city so that a new munici-
pal center, to occupy the entire 
block, could be erected. The 

church’s lots were deeded to 
the city on March 7, 1923.

The Episcopalians then pur-
chased two lots on Central Ave-
nue and South Seventh Street 
and moved their Guildhall to 
that location. When moved, the 
building was turned so that its 
altar could be placed in the east 
end. Sometime during this tran-
sition, the name of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church was changed 
to Grace Episcopal Church.

In 1929, Grace Church Sunday 
services began to be broadcast 
over radio station WBBZ. Since 
the congregation lacked dedi-
cated space for fellowship gath-
erings during this time, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. W. Marland entertained 
fellow church members several 
times in their lovely home.

With the congregation now 
growing, parishioners began to 
plan expansion of their facili-
ties. An architect was engaged 
to design a new Parish House 
and begin plans for enlarging 
and remodeling the Guildhall 
into a proper church building. 
The Guildhall was elongated 
twenty-seven feet and a nar-
thex (vestibule) was added fac-
ing Seventh Street.

The Parish House, a 36’X72’ 
structure facing Central Ave-
nue, was erected east of (and 
connected to) the enlarged 
church. Because many parish-
ioners were active in organiz-
ing Ponca City’s Little The-
ater group, he Parish House 
was designed with a stage for 
rehearsals and shows. The Par-
ish House was first used Febru-
ary 10, 1931. In 1935, the Rev. 
Gordon V. Smith became the 
first rector of Grace Church, 
and later became the Episco-
pal Bishop of Iowa. Ponca City 
Episcopalians held worship, 
education, and fellowship activ-
ities at the corner of Central 

and Seventh until 1952.
On February 1, 1944, the Rev. 

Thomas O. Moehle became rec-
tor of Grace Church and con-
tinued in that position for 30 
years. During his tenure, the 
church flourished and expand-
ed, and plans for a new church 
building were envisioned. Lots 
were purchased, and architect 
J. Duncan Forsyth was engaged 
to design the new edifice.

The old church building, at 
Central Avenue and Seventh 
Street, was sold to the Bethel 
Temple congregation in 1951. 
Groundbreaking for the new 
church facilities, to be locat-
ed at Grand Avenue and Thir-
teenth Street, was on April 15, 
1951. In August of that year, the 
Parish House was moved to the 
new site and used for worship 
services while the new church 
was under construction. 

To facilitate the moving pro-
cess, the structure was split in 
the center and slowly moved 
along Ponca City’s brick streets. 
Later, the Parish House was 
connected to the new church 
building, with administrative 
offices and other spaces for 
Sunday school classes added 
in 1954.

Grace Church continued to 
grow under Father Moehle’s 
leadership. To accommodate 
the increasing attendance for 
Sunday school, the residence 
just north of the Parish Hall 
was purchased for classroom 
space, and was named “Grace 
House” – and soon land directly 
across Thirteenth Street from 
the Parish Hall was acquired 
for use as a parking lot.

In 1954, the Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW), sponsored the 
first ballroom dance classes in 
the Parish Hall for Ponca City 
youth. Each year until the early 
1990’s, young people from the 

Ponca City community learned 
dance and social etiquette 
there.

A Moeller pipe organ, antici-
pated and planned for in the 
present church’s original 
design, was installed in 1967. In 
the late 1970’s, the “Stations of 
the Cross” were designed and 
sculpted in bronze by local art-
ist Jo Saylors, and have been 
added in the church’s nave. A 
wooden raredos, functioning as 
an organ screen, has been con-
structed separating the sanctu-
ary’s altar area from the organ 
pipe chamber in the apse.

Following Father Moehle’s 
retirement in 1974, the Rev. 
B. Franklin Williams became 
Rector of Grace Church, serv-
ing until the summer of 1978. 
The Rev. Lawrence Boyd was 
called to Grace Church in 1978 
from the Diocese of Fond du 
Lac (Wisconsin). He returned 
to Wisconsin to become Dean 
of Christ Church Cathedral in 
the Diocese of Eau Claire (Wis-
consin). The Rev. Isaac Mason 
served Grace Church during 
the interim before the arrival 
of the Rev. John Loving, who 
arrived from Virginia to begin 
his ministry as rector in late 
1983. Father Loving accepted 
a call in San Angelo, Texas in 
April 1990. Serving during the 
interim before the arrival of the 
new rector was the Rev. Rich-
ard Allen. Having just com-
pleted his 20th year as Grace 
Church’s rector, The Rev. Ken-
neth Armstrong came from St. 
Luke’s Church, Ada, Oklahoma, 
on May 15, 1991.

Changes made during the 
1980’s include the construction 
of the columbarium Chapel of 
the Resurrection on the east 
side of the nave, dedicated in 
memory of Father Tom Moe-
hle in 1988. Designed by parish-
ioner Richard Winterrowd of 
Lewis Associates Architects, 
the Christian Education Center, 
with an additional small fellow-
ship area, gift shop, library, and 
connecting cloister were added 
in 1997-98 for the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the con-
gregation. As was envisioned 
in the original plans, statues 
of the four gospel evangelists 
have been sculpted in Italy and 
installed in the pulpit niches. 
The landscaped courtyard 
formed by the completion of the 
physical facilities has recently 
become the home of our newest 
sculpture – a large, welcoming, 
bronze statue of St. Francis of 
Assisi, which will soon have an 
accompanying outdoor altar.

From a fledgling congrega-
tion of only a few dedicated 
Episcopalians in 1898 to the 
vibrant and active community it 
is now, Grace Church has come 
a long way in the last 114 years. 
As the apostle Andrew said to 
his brother, Peter, “Come and 
see.” What you will find is a 
friendly, dynamic, caring con-
gregation which really takes 
to heart and puts into practice 
their motto, “The Episcopal 
Church Welcomes You.”

Businesses
Share Building
Downtown
By LOUISE ABERCROMBIE

News Business Editor 
Two businesses located in 

downtown Ponca City, Farha 
Wholesale and Fowler Vend-
ing Corp., share a 14,000 
square foot building at 208 
South First Street, are doing 
$2.5 million and $1.5 million, 
respectively in sales annu-
ally. A large percentage of 
businesses in the Ponca City 
and northwest Oklahoma are 
served by the companies.

Farha Wholesale Company 
sells janitorial supples, paper 
products, candy concession 
supplies, operates a coffee 
service and vending equip-
ment. This company, and Cow-
boy Supply in Stillwater, is 
owned Ralph and Pauletta 
Beaty, and managed by their 
son Brad Beaty, who grew up 
in the business.

Brady and his wife Tina, 
are president and vice presi-
dent respectively of Fowler 
Vending Corp. Brad graduated 
from Ponca City High School, 
and went to OSU intending 
to go into the cattle business. 
Then he decided co come back 
home and go into the business 
he knew well,

A lot of the vending 
machines in the beginning 
were cigarettes machines and 
decided to change with the 
times and went to vending 
machines for video games in 
1970 to 1980, and then turned 
to full vending which has gone 
well. They are a member of 
Franchise Canteena the larg-
est national vending service 
owned by Compass Group. 
Currently. 

Fowler Vending is the fourth 
largest vender in the state 
and the only one in this area. 
Fowler has satellite opera-
tions, in Woodward, Alva and 
Stillwater 

The business was located 
at First Street and Central 
Avenue until 1980. Then they 
moved to the former lumber 
yard location in 1980. Then 
they had a fire and they locat-
ed down the street across from 
Cooper Cameron. 

The company employs 15 
full time and three part-time 
employees.

The company  has a mobile 
fleet of 17,  including pickups, 
five standard vans, and six 
vending vans. 

WE’VE MOVED
to Beautiful Kaw Lake!

1000 McFadden Cove Road

www.boathouservcenter.com

It’s time to
winterize your boat.

Give us a call…
580-762-2414.

522 N. 14th • Ponca City
Phone 580-762-6225 • Fax 580-762-1119

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2543
M-F 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. • Sat 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

More than just shipping
• UPS Services

• USPS Shipping

• Packaging

• Mailbox Services

• Freight Services

• Copying, Finishing
 & Printing
• Fax & Notary
• Packing & Moving
 Supplies
• Document Shredding

TJB Building Leasing & UHAUL
3rd & South Avenue, Ponca City

765-7746 • 765-0968

Trucks, Trailers and 
Moving Equipment Rental

PORTABLE 
BUILDINGS
Purchase or Lease-to-Own

✔ FREE Delivery* & Setup

✔ NO Credit Check

✔ LOW Monthly Payments
*$25 fuel fee charged by trucking company

! See dealer for details

In-Town Special
$1995 /day

59¢ per mile

Moving? We have everything you need…vehicles, 
boxes, packing materials, accessories and more

300 W. Grand • Ponca City

580-762-6633
www.mockfashionfloors.com

Mon-Fri 8-5:30 & Sat. 8:30-2:30

Family Owned 
and Operated 

Since 1958

Carpet, Hardwood, 
Laminate, Ceramic Tile, 
Vinyl & Solid-Surface 

Countertops

LOVE YOUR FLOORS!

Expert Consultants
Quality Brands
Professional 
Installation

of Oklahoma

www.fnbok.com

TONKAWA
101 W. Grand • 580-628-2265

Lobby: M-Th 8:30-4 Fri 8:30-5
Drive Thru: M-Th 8-4• Fri 8-6 • Sat 9-12

PONCA CITY
1501 E. Prospect • 580-762-2265

Lobby: M-Fri 8:30-5
Drive Thru: M-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 9-12

One-stop banking from anywhere.
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Housing Authority Provides Assistance
For over 30 years, the Ponca 

City Housing Authority (PHA) 
has provided assistance for 
low-income families, the 
elderly and persons with dis-
abilities. The mission of the 
Housing Authority is to pro-
vide decent and safe rental 
housing to the community. The 
Ponca City Housing Authority 
achieved the status of “High 
Performer” with a score of 
97% for the last several years 
from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD).  HUD monitors 
facility management, finan-
cial accountability, property 
inspection and resident sur-
veys before determining a sta-
tus and score.  

The groundwork to establish 
public housing in Ponca City 
began in 1968.  The construc-
tion of family unit duplexes 
was completed in 1975 and the 
elderly and disabled housing 
complex was finished in the 
fall of 1977.  

The Ponca City Housing 
Authority operates two dif-
ferent programs: The Public 
Housing program and the 
Housing Choice Voucher pro-
gram also known as Section 
8.  Currently these two pro-
grams provide housing to over 

600 individuals within Ponca 
City. The programs are subsi-
dized with funds from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.

Public housing in Ponca 
City comes in all sizes and 
types from single-family units 
to a high-rise apartment for 
seniors.The public housing 
program serves as landlord to 
177 units it owns and leases to 
the public.The Section 8 pro-
gram has 134 vouchers avail-
able for low-income families 
to choose and lease privately-
owned rental housing that is 
safe, decent and affordable.

The elderly high-rise com-
plex, Broadway Plaza is locat-
ed at 201 East Broadway. A 
total of 104 apartments are 
available consisting of effi-
ciency and one-bedroom apart-
ments and a few one-bedroom 
suites. Broadway Plaza offers 
secure, simplified living for 
seniors, nearly elderly (over 
50) and disabled persons liv-
ing on fixed incomes. It is con-
veniently located just minutes 
from downtown Ponca City.  
The complex has indoor mail, 
laundry facilities, 24-hour 
video monitoring cameras 
in all public areas, 24-hour 
emergency maintenance per-

sonnel on call, elevators, fire 
alarm and sprinkler systems, 
and individual air and heat-
ing units.  Each apartment is 
totally electric, equipped with 
range, refrigerator, smoke 
detector, mini blinds and car-
pet.  The grounds are beauti-
fully landscaped with a gaze-
bo area and patio/grilling area 
to entertain.  Other services 
offered are gospel band enter-
tainment monthly, pot luck 
dinners, bingo night, movie 
night, game night, church 
services in the lobby, blood 
pressure, sugar and oxygen 
testing, pedicures, Friendship 
Feast van service, Meals on 
Wheels delivery, and Cimar-
ron Transit service.

As well as the elderly com-
plex, the Housing Authority 
has seventy-three single-fam-
ily duplex units that are scat-
tered at ten sites throughout 
the City.  They can accom-
modate various size families 
offering one, two, three and 
four-bedroom units.  These 
duplexes are located at N. 
Osage, N. Palm, N. 1st, N. Gary, 
N. Ash, S. Sunset, S. 6th, S. 
9th, S. 10th and W. Grand.  The 
Housing Authority is respon-
sible for all maintenance and 
lawn care.

Major renovations have 
been in progress for the past 
three years on the scattered 
sites and the elderly/disabled 
complex.  Scattered site units 
have been completely remod-
eled with new tile floors, bath-
room vanities and tubs, kitch-
en cabinets, sinks and coun-
tertops, energy efficient win-
dows, doors and storm doors.  
Washer and dryer hook-ups 
are available.  

The elderly complex has 
just completed a major reno-
vation project of its common 
areas.  New canopies have 
been installed on the outside 
of the building with updated 
landscaping.  The common 
areas have been completely 
remodeled with ceramic tile, 
carpeting, and all new fur-
niture.  The apartments are 
updated as vacated with new 
carpet, paint and tile. New 
mini blinds were installed the 
Fall of 2012.  

The housing choice voucher 
program assists low-income 
families, the elderly, and the 
disabled to afford decent, 
safe and sanitary housing in 

the private market of Ponca 
City. An individual is issued 
a voucher and is then respon-
sible for finding a suitable 
housing unit where the owner 
agrees to rent under the pro-
gram. Rental units must meet 
the minimum standards of 
health and safety as deter-
mined by HUD. A housing 
subsidy is paid to the land-
lord directly by the PHA on 
behalf of the participant who 
pays the difference between 
the actual rent charged by the 
landlord and the amount sub-
sidized by the program.  

Anyone interested in the 
public housing and housing 
choice voucher programs 
must apply in person.They 
will need to meet the annual 
income limit guidelines set by 
HUD as well as have good 
landlord, police and national 
background reports. In public 
housing, deposits range from 
$100 to $250 and utilities must 
be set up in the applicant’s 
name.To qualify for our family 
units, you must be working a 
minimum of 20 hours or going 
to school full time (12 hours 
a semester). Applicants are 
urged to return applications 
immediately to be included in 
the Housing Authority waiting 
lists. 

The waiting period for the 
public housing program has 
increased this past year with 
a wait of six to eight months 
to be housed. There is an 
approximate waiting time of 
sixteen to eighteen months for 
the Section 8 program.

In 2011, the Ponca City Hous-
ing Authority and the City of 
Ponca City worked together 
to provide homes to Section 
8 voucher holders from funds 
provided through the Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Pro-
gram. The City applied for a 
grant from this stimulus pro-
gram and their application 
was approved.  It allowed 

the City to purchased sever-
al homes throughout Ponca 
City and completely renovate 
the properties. The City then 
deeded the homes over to the 
Housing Authority to lease to 
Section 8 participants.All of 
these homes were leased as of 
Sept.1, 2011.    

The Housing Authority is 
governed by a board of com-
missioners who are appoint-
ed by the mayor. The current 
board members are Dwain 
West, Chairman, Todd Burlie, 
Echo Blanton, James Roland 

and resident commissioner 
Evelyn Yancey.  

Joey Bradford, Executive 
Director, says with the hard 
work of a professional, caring, 
and compassionate staff, the 
Ponca City Housing Authority 
brings the best housing and 
services to our residents.For 
more information, please call 
580/762-4445 or drop by Broad-
way Plaza at 201 East Broad-
way and talk to Kristi Suttles, 
Section 8 Coordinator or Julie 
Cartwright, Public Housing 
Coordinator.

Dearing House Is
Safe, Comfortable
Place for Children

One of the best kept secrets 
in Ponca City is Dearing 
House Child Advocacy Cen-
ter. 

“Our biggest challenge 
is letting the public know 
about our services while 
protecting the confidential-
ity of the children we serve,” 
explains Maggi Hutchason, 
executive director. “We are 
often told by clients, ‘I didn’t 
even know this place existed, 
but we’re sure glad you were 
here when we needed you.’”

National statistics indicate 
that one in four girls and 
one in six boys will be sexu-
ally abused by someone they 
know.

“These numbers are hard to 
grasp, but it helps us realize 
the extent of the problem,” 
Hutchason said. “Unfortu-
nately, children in Ponca 
City and surrounding com-
munities fall victim to sexual 
crimes too. Many people are 
surprised to learn that Dear-
ing House helps about 100 
children every year.”

Established in 2003 at 311 
South Thirteenth Street and 
accredited by the National 
Children’s Alliance, Dearing 
House is a safe and com-
forting place for children 
involved in sexual abuse 
investigations to come for 
interviews and assistance by 
specially-trained profession-
als. 

Funded by state and fed-
eral grants as well as founda-
tions and private contribu-
tions, all services at Dearing 
House are available free of 
charge.

“Our purpose is to elimi-
nate further trauma to chil-
dren by reducing the number 
of times they are asked about 
sexual abuse,” Hutchason 
said. 

“We work closely with law 
enforcement, child welfare 
and medical professionals, 
counselors, and prosecutors 
so that the focus is the needs 
of child victims and their 
families. Working as team 
results in child abuse inves-
tigations that are both effec-
tive and efficient.” 

In a recent evaluation by 
the National Children’s Alli-
ance, Dearing House was 
commended for doing excep-
tional work with a high level 
of cooperation and commu-
nication.

This summer, an Ameri-
Corps member joined the 
family advocacy team. 

“Through the AmeriCorps 
program, we can add a full-
time person to provide a 
continuous thread of support 
from the first time a child 
walks through our doors 
until the case is closed,” 
Hutchason said. 

“We are delighted to have 
Jessica Freeman on our staff 
and know that her expertise 
in child development and 
community resources will be 
well received by the families 
we serve.”

AmeriCorps is a national 
service program that engag-
es Americans of all ages 
and backgrounds in solv-
ing community problems. In 
exchange for a year of full-
time service, members earn 
an education award that can 
be used to pay for educa-
tional expenses at qualified 
institutions of higher edu-
cation, and receive a mod-
est living allowance. “In 
times of reduced state and 
federal funding, an Ameri-
Corps Member like Jessica 
is a great benefit to Dearing 
House and this community. 
We are using this opportu-
nity to expand our services 
to children.”

Dearing House is one of 
20 Child Advocacy Centers 
in Oklahoma and over 500 
across the country. 

The concept of Child Advo-

cacy Centers was developed 
by a prosecutor in Alabama 
over 20 years ago when he 
realized the additional trau-
ma that investigations and 
questioning were causing to 
children. 

Since that time, centers 
have included counseling 
and advocacy so that the 
child and family have sup-
port throughout the process 
of reporting, investigation 
and responding to abuse 
allegations.

For more information on 
the service of Dearing House 
or to learn how to support 
the program, please contact 
the center at 762-5266.

Personnel Staffing, Inc. is A Certified Woman-Owned Business

Come in this week for an interview. We can work on getting you placed 
into a great job RIGHT AWAY! Hundreds of employers are knocking 
our doors down to hire our talented professionals.
And remember, We neveR cHARGe A fee TO OUR eMPLOYeeS!

Temporaries • Temp to Perm • Permanent
Outsourcing • Payrolling • Drug Testing

Personnel Staffing, Inc.

715 e. HARTfORD
(580) 762-8376
(800) 657-5719

Jeanne fanning, Owner

Visit us on the web at www.personnelstaffing.net

Providing Comprehensive Real Estate Services
to Home Buyers & Sellers
 There are many qualities and skills that go into being an excellent real estate
professional - integrity, in-depth community and market knowledge, marketing savvy, effective 
negotiation skills and a high-quality professional network, all of which are hallmarks of how 
I work.
 That said, in my experience as a Ponca City real estate professional, I’ve also found that 
providing the very best service is essentially about putting my clients first. This means keeping 
myself accessible, being a good listener, a good communicator, and responding quickly to 
your needs.

ROBIN SMITH
Office: 580-762-0400
Cell: 580-761-0391
Robin@RobinSmithRealtor.com
www.robinsmithrealtor.com

Over $70 Million
in Production for the

Last 7 Years!

Buying or selling a home?  Let my 30+ years of
experience and proven record go to work for you!

#1 COMPaNY
#1 ReaLTOR

Group One

Sunset Baptist Church 
www.sunsetbaptist.org 
915 Greenwood (corner of 
Ash and Greenwood) 
Phone: 580-765-8170 
E-mail: 
sunsetbapt@cableone.net 
Sunday services: 
9:30 a.m.  Sunday school 
10:40 a.m. Morning worship 
6:00 p.m.  Evening worship 
Wednesday services: 
6:30 p.m.  Bible study/
prayer meeting; youth Bible 
study, children's choir (K-6) 
Thursday mornings: 
Mission Friends for pre-
schoolers (must be potty 
trained) from 9-10:30 a.m. 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting, Youth Bible Study 

and Children’s Music and Missions (K-6th grades)

Thursday Mornings at 9:30 am
Mission Friends

A missions outreach program for preschoolers
(Call for More Information)

915 Greenwood
(Ash and Greenwood)

Ponca City

580-765-8170
www.sunsetbaptist.org

Sundays
Sunday School 9:30 am

Morning Worship 10:40 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

TeamKid 6:00 pm

Seniors Youth Children

The Youth Group (7th-12th grades) are 
very involved in mission outreach. They 

have served at the Feed the Children food 
distribution facility in Oklahoma City, at 

the Shawnee rescue mission and working 
at various church members’ homes.

An active senior adult 
group with activities 
every month. They 

also take regular trips 
to Branson and
Eureka Springs.

Special events for 
children throughout 
the year including :
Easter Egg Hunt, 

Vacation Bible School
 and Fall Festival.

Worker’s Compensation 
Family Law

Personal Injury 
Social Security

204 E. Grand • Ponca City  
Phone 580-762-5553 • Fax 580-762-2271  

Email: kwaynelee@sbcglobal.net 
wayneleelaw.com• Facebook WAYNE LEE LAW

We are ready, willing, and able to help. 

Wayne Lee Paige Lee

WAYNE LEE LAW
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Toni’s Westside Drug, 301 West Grand
was established in 1978.

Toni Gibson

Maternal grandfather,
T.J. Cuzalina

Paternal grandfather,
Dr. R.B. Gibson

Daddy, Dr. Bob Gibson

With
sincere

thanks for your
continued

patronage!

3 Generations

of my family have 

served the people

of Ponca City for 

nearly 100
years!

     My grandfathers and my dad were 
depended on by many people for their 
dedicated service to Ponca City. I have 
tried to follow in their footsteps by
always giving “old-fashioned” service.

     Toni’s Westside Drug has always strived to 
be a friendly store. This spirit of friendliness 
is something customers feel and appreciate, 
and which prompts them to return. It is more 
or less an intangible thing, and comes from a 
sincere desire to give the customers the very 

best in service and knowledge. It is something that is a 
part of every purchase at Toni’s.
 
 Whether you are having a prescription filled, picking up a greeting 
card, gift, Russell Stover chocolates or buying a few groceries, please 
know that I appreciate your patronage.

35
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